
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE COMMISSION 
PUBLIC UTILITY DISTRICT NO. 1 OF SKAGIT COUNTY, WASHINGTON 

 
October 27, 2015 

The regular meeting of the Commission of Public Utility District No. 1 was held in the 
Aqua Room of the utility located at 1415 Freeway Drive, Mount Vernon, Washington, on 
October 27, 2015.  

The meeting was called to order at 4:31 PM.  Those Commissioners in attendance were: 
Al Littlefield, President; Jim Cook, Vice President; and Robbie Robertson, Secretary.  
Also in attendance were:  Bob Powell, General Manager; George Sidhu, Engineering 
Manager; Mike Fox, Operations Manager; Gary Chrysler, IT Manager; Kathy White, 
Human Resource Manager; Kevin Tate, Community Relations Manager; Mark Handzlik, 
Assistant Engineering Manager; Chris Shaff, Planning Engineer; Vanessa Dales, 
Treasurer; Shawn Backman, Auditor; Kurt VanBurkleo, Operations Project Coordinator; 
Kim Carpenter, Clerk of the Board; Peter Gilbert, Attorney; and Audience:  Judy 
Littlefield, Diane Robertson, Greg Peterka (retired PUD Engineering Manager),Terri 
Cook. 

Commissioner Robertson led the Pledge of Allegiance.   

Commissioner Robertson moved to approve the Consent Agenda for October 27, 2015.   
a. Approval of Minutes 10/20/15 Commission Meeting 
b. Approval of Vouchers No. 2646 - Voucher Nos. 4681-4737 ($367,447.96) 10/27/15 

The motion passed. 

Under Manager’s Report: 
• Manager Powell presented a status updated regarding Bulk Water Withdrawal 

Program Fill Stations.  Discussion ensued regarding application for grant funding 
(50%), request for proposals (RFP), permitting, locations, installation deadline, costs 
and budget.   

• Engineering Manager Sidhu reported: 
° Semrau Engineering & Surveying has completed the survey for the Mann Road 

LUD pipeline and have submitted 100% plans. Specifications and estimate are 
expected later this week. 

° Shoreline Construction was awarded the 30th Street Transmission Line and Digby 
Road Pipeline Phase-I project. Last week the contractor started to remove the 
Forest Estates standpipe. This week they plan on completing the removal. Due to 
long material lead times for valves, connections to the transmission line and meter 
work have been delayed until early January. This project is partially funded 
through a Drinking Water State Revolving Fund loan. 

° Last week crews worked on service line installations, leak repairs, valve 
maintenance, 3 and 4-inch meter replacement, and performed developer tie-in 
work. This week crews will continue with the same by making 6 service 
connections, and repairing/replacing a 2-inch line on South 20th Street Mt. 
Vernon.  

° District staff have completed and submitted a grant application for 3 bulk water 
filling stations and an RFP for the filling stations is being reviewed by vendors. 
RFP submittals are due at the end of this week. District staff has also been 
coordinating with County Planning staff to discuss the project. Staff is aiming to 
submit a predevelopment application this week.  A pre-application meeting is 
scheduled for Thursday, November 5 at Skagit County. 

• IT Manager Chrysler reported that he attend the Harris Conference in Atlanta last 
week and made many contracts with other Cayenta customers experiencing the same 
issues and met with the EVP of Cayenta to express concerns.  Agreed to arrange a 
face-to-face client meeting and had several discussions today with the director of 
customer service and will go to the President of Harris Group if the EVP does not 
provide a clear and positive direction.  IT Manager Chrysler stated that one issue is 
holding up completion of other items and the project is 99% complete.  Discussion 



ensued regarding the computer system upgrade, including Commission frustration 
with the process, consultant’s lack of response, and steps the District will take to 
move forward with the issue that is holding up completion of the project.  Manager 
Powell stated that IT Manager Chrysler is doing an excellent job to bring resolution 
and while it is not what the District would like to see happen, if necessary the District 
is prepared to file a breach of contract. 

• Operations Manager Fox reported that the reservoir elevation is fine for now, 
although there has been no rain.  If rain doesn’t come, the District can pump in 
November if need be. 

• Treasurer Dales reported that she and the Auditor would be attending federal grant 
training in Everett on Thursday to be prepared for the three years of single audits 
regarding federal grants. 

• Auditor Backman reported that the State Auditor’s exit conference was held on 
Monday.  Commissioner Littlefield commented on the exit conference, stating it went 
well.  Discussion ensued regarding various aspects of the audit and exit conference. 

Commissioner Robertson asked when Manager Powell anticipated another budget 
discussion as he had requested an analysis regarding increasing the lifeline rate from 3-
4ccf and what the impact to the budget would be; Manager Powell replied he and 
Treasurer Dales met with Skagit Bank regarding borrowing funds for capital 
improvement projects and also spoke with Heritage Bank and are waiting for responses.  
He stated that depending on the response from the banks, the budget could be impacted 
and would prefer to wait to address the budget again, hopefully in early November.  
Discussion ensued regarding various aspects of the loan process and how it will be 
applied at the District. 

Under Miscellaneous, Manager Powell stated that the District received a clean audit from 
the State Auditor’s Office.  Commissioner Littlefield asked about a news release; 
Manager Powell replied the District typically receives a clean audit which is not typically 
considered “news” by the media.  Commissioner Littlefield requested that Community 
Relations Manager Tate post the news on the District’s website for customers. 

Under Commissioner Comments, Commissioner Cook stated he had received a letter 
from Mechanic Jim Walters.  Commissioner Robertson stated that he and Commissioner 
Littlefield received copies as well; however, it is a matter for discussion in executive 
session.  Commissioner Cook stated there are allegations and he has questions.  Attorney 
Gilbert stated that he has read the letter and the appropriate place for discussion is in 
executive session as there are privacy issues as he is not the only person involved.  An 
executive session will be scheduled for the meeting of November 3. 

Having no further business to come before the Board, Commissioner Robertson moved 
for adjournment.  The motion passed and the meeting of October 27, 2015 was adjourned 
at 5:17 PM. 
 
 
   
 Al Littlefield, President 
ATTEST  
 
 
    
Robbie Robertson, Secretary Jim Cook, Vice President 


